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proposal to include gonorrhoea and syphilis in the
category of notifiable diseases. Many women do not
apply for advice or treatment until their condition has
become very serious.

There are several very debatable points in connection
with these diseases around which a pitched battle is
continuously being waged by experts. These points
should be mentioned here, but the writer does not
venture to express any opinion as to the relative merits
of the different policies advocated. The advisability
of permitting or encouraging the dissemination of
knowledge as to how venereal infection may be avoided
by the use of certain prophylactics is a point also
eagerly debated, but the issue here appears to be quite
clear. It is exactly parallel to that problem raised by
the spread of birth-control knowledge, and, with this,
it is dealt with more fully in a later chapter under the
heading of causative influences.

The question as to whether some pressure should
be exerted by law to ensure that cases which have
submitted to medical treatment shall continue that
treatment until rendered non-infectious is an important
one. There seem1 to be few valid objections to such
a regulation, the most obvious being, perhaps, that it
would be very difficult to enforce. The present state
of things is certainly unsatisfactory. There is nothing
to prevent a girl who has entered a hospital in a
dangerously diseased condition collecting her belong-
ings and walking out as soon as the more distressing
symptoms have abated, and this actually happens in
some cases. Those also who are treated at clinics are
apt to abandon their attendance at the same stage,
imagining that they are cured : such is usually by no
means the case and, although the medical standard
which is considered as a cure by the clinics is a very
high one, some of those who relinquish the treatment
before obtaining a clean bill must certainly continue
to spread the infection. Some street girls are known